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Local issues 
 
Traffic management – new coach ban.  We are pleased to announce that, after over 20 years of effort by CARA and 

its members, B&NES Council will introduce a bus restriction (including coaches) in The Circus area on May 2
nd

 2019.   
 
CARA seeks to achieve the optimal traffic volume for local residents.  As part of this, we have sought, since at least 
1999, to remove coach traffic from The Circus area.  In 2013, CARA secured from B&NES a Traffic Management 
Scheme (TMS) restricting coaches and traffic that, regrettably, was never implemented by the council. 
 
Coach traffic remains a particular problem for local residents with our roads used by almost 400 different coach 
operators since July 2017.  As such, CARA has remained focused on improving traffic management and, in 2017, our 
efforts were rewarded with another proposed trial TMS restricting coaches from the CARA area, restricting Gay Street 
to one-way traffic (to reduce ‘rat-run’ traffic) and introducing loading restrictions in George Street (to facilitate traffic 
flow). 
 
Last year, due to objections from two councillors outside of our Ward, the TMS was amended to a Traffic Regulation 
Order (TRO) that removes unauthorized buses (including coaches) from all of the CARA area.  The proposals to 
restrict Gay Street to one-way traffic and introduce loading restrictions remain but will follow at a later date.  It is 
possible that these measures may get caught up in the Clean Air Zone plans. 
 
We are, however, pleased to report that B&NES will introduce the new bus restriction (including coaches) in The 
Circus area operational on May 2

nd
.  B&NES’ contractors (Volker) will install signage at the end of Gay Street, Bennett 

Street, Rivers Street, Gloucester Street, Upper Church Street and Crescent Lane that will limit access to ‘authorised 
buses only’.  The only permitted coaches within the area will be those accessing the Assembly Rooms for 
events/tours.  For further details, please visit: https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/streets-and-highway-
maintenance/highway-improvements-traffic-management/traffic-regulati-11.  We shall update members further at the 
CARA AGM on May 9

th
 at 6.30 for 7.00 pm.   

 
We are hopeful that this coach restriction will improve the environment for local residents.  However, as a traffic 
regulation order, much will depend on enforcement (a police matter).  Whilst we shall work to ensure that coach firms 
are advised of the ban so that they can amend their routes accordingly, we may see coaches particularly in the early 
stages of the ban.  If you see offenders, please note the coach company name, the date, time and the location and 
forward same to Richard Brown at mailbox@rbrown.co.uk.  We shall take the matter forward. 
 
Finally, CARA’s work on traffic management has been a multi-year effort by many committee members, past and 
present.  We thank all who have played a part; without their contribution, we could not have achieved the coach ban. 
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CARA Committee 2018/19                            Our email addresses are on our website www.carabath.com 

Barry Gilbertson Chairman Bernard Horn Secretary 

Richard Brown Vice Chairman/Traffic  Anne Love Waste 

Malcolm Baldwin FoBRA Mike Richardson Treasurer 

George Feiger Traffic Ron Temperton City Centre Action Group 
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