
CIRCUS AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

 
 
To:  Bath & North East Somerset Council, Environmental Monitoring 

 

From:  Circus Area Residents Association (CARA) 

 

Date:  November 15 2018 

 

Title:  ‘A Charging Clean Air Zone for Bath’ - CARA’s response to consultation 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This paper represents CARA’s response to ‘A Charging Clean Air Zone for Bath’ issued by Bath & North East 

Somerset Council (B&NES) issued as part of the public consultation process. 

 

Introduction 

 

The Circus Area Residents Association (CARA) represents over 850 households in over 350 houses in the area 

of Bath covered in Appendix 1. 

 

CARA has adopted ‘Traffic Management’ as one of its priority objectives reflecting the intent by its members: 

 To reduce car traffic volume and improve traffic flow in the CARA area.  The CARA area sees both a large 

amount of ‘rat-run’ traffic and a large amount of traffic that comes from vehicles entering and circling The 

Circus and nearby streets in search of parking spaces. 

 To eradicate coach traffic in the CARA area.  Note: CARA is in discussion with B&NES on the 

introduction of a Traffic Regulation Order to ban coaches in this residential and important heritage area. 

 To improve air quality in the CARA area. 

 

CARA’s comments on BreATHe – Clean Air Plan 2021 

 

Proposal CARA’s comments 

Introduction of a Class D CAZ  We support a Class D CAZ. 

 Air Pollution has a well recognised adverse effect on health, 

particularly respiratory health.  As such, at the CARA AGM in 

May, members agreed for CARA to focus on Air Pollution as a 

priority. 

 The catchment area represented by CARA is a residential area and 

includes over 850 households in over 350 houses.  CARA sees no 

reason why higher-emission vehicles should be allowed to penetrate 

the CARA catchment area, and the broader CAZ, to the detriment of 

residents.  Those drivers that do so should pay to offset their 

environmental impact.   

 The action proposed by B&NES mirrors the work being undertaken 

in other UK and international cities e.g. London, Edinburgh and 

Paris, to improve air quality. 

 Further, CARA believes that a CAZ should represent one 

component of a broader Traffic Management plan in and 

around Bath. B&NES’ ‘Core Strategy 2014-2029’, Placemaking 

Plan’, and ‘Getting around Bath – A transport strategy for Bath’, all 

target a predominantly car-free city centre and the reduction of the 

intrusion of vehicles, particularly in the historic core.   

‘Footprint’ of the CAZ  We are broadly supportive of the proposed CAZ ‘footprint’ i.e. 

a small CAZ in Bath rather than a medium or large zone.   

 However, we believe it may be necessary to reconsider the CAZ 

in due course.  We are concerned about the impact on the broader 

city not covered by the CAZ e.g. Bathwick (a high pollution area) is 

not covered directly by the CAZ.  Further, Bath sits in a bowl and 

wind can carry pollution across the proposed smaller CAZ 

boundary.   

Charging drivers of all higher-

emission vehicles 
 We support charging drivers of all higher-emission vehicles. 
 However, a scheme based on the London congestion charging 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/bath-breathes-2021-overview/zone-boundary
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/bath-breathes-2021-overview/charges
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model applying to all vehicles may be appropriate as i) all 

contribute to atmospheric pollution and ii) the proposal does 

nothing to encourage a cultural change in road users. 

 However, to achieve the maximum benefit, there should be strict 

enforcement of not just the CAZ restrictions but also existing 

traffic laws.  Otherwise, without such enforcement, vehicle 

operators will continue to violate the law. 

Level of charging   We support the proposed level of charging. 

 Higher emission buses, coaches and HGVs should pay £100 per day 

to drive in the zone. 

 Higher emission cars, taxis and vans should pay £9 per day to drive 

in the zone. 

Exemptions and concessions  We recommend fewer exemptions and concessions than those 

proposed but would support a concession for residents of the 

CAZ. 

 We accept that certain exemptions may be appropriate e.g. 

emergency vehicles, but we believe that, to change behaviour from 

drivers of all higher-emission vehicles, there should be no 

exemptions or concessions even in categories such as taxis, blue 

badge holders, motorbikes and historic vehicles.    

 We would support a discount in the charge for residents of the 

CAZ.  They have less choice than drivers of higher-emission 

vehicles from outside the CAZ in avoiding the CAZ.  

Timeframe (“in place by the end of 

2020”) 
 We recommend implementation in the shortest possible 

timeframe. Is it possible to implement the scheme earlier than 

the current two-year time envisaged? 

 We note that B&NES is one of 28 Councils in England targeted to 

achieve compliance with Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) limits ‘in the 

shortest possible time’ and by 2021 at the latest as part of the 

National Air Quality Action Plan. 

Other comments  

Emission standards  We recommend that there is critical examination, and random 

street testing, of each vehicle brand/model’s true adherence to 

emission standard given recent scandals over emission testing.  
This is critical given that lower-emission vehicles may access the 

CAZ without charge,  

 Further, there should be a real emphasis on reducing the PM10 

& PM2.5 particulates that represent the greatest threat to 

health. 

Transport alternatives  We support proposals to encourage better use of the park & 

ride and public transport to support the CAZ. 

 We would also encourage revenue to be directed to other transport 

options, such as improved public transport.  However, 

reinvestment of the CAZ charging revenue and other funding in 

public transport should be focused on non-polluting operation 
e.g. electric vehicles, so as not to replace the source of pollution.  

Other supporting measures  We support complementary non-charging measures that 

incentivise a change of behaviour towards public transport and 

low-impact mobility. 

 For example, we support retrofitting of older buses, reduced cost of 

parking for ultra-low emission vehicles, additional electric vehicle 

charging points, ‘school run’ initiatives, expansion of low-emission 

car clubs and stringent parking control. 
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Appendix 1 – CARA catchment area 

 

 

 

 

 


